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829 April 2, 1920. 

MODEL MOSQUITO ORDINANCE. 

The United States Public Health Service recommends that State 
and local health authorities secure, wherever practicable, as an im- 
portant feature of any campaign against malaria, the enactment 
of ordinances for the prevention of mosquito propagation. 

The following model ordinance is presented with the suggestion 
that in every case it be examined by competent local counsel for 
changes in form, or in substance if necessary, dictated by special 
constitutional, legislative, or charter considerations. 

It is manifestly impossible to prepare forms of ordinances which 
will in the original wording exactly fit the varying local requirements. 
The purpose of the model malaria ordinance is only to suggest in 
substance desirable and effective legislation; changes in titles, enact- 
ing clauses, penalty provisions, and other formal administrative details 
generally may be found necessary. 

It should be stated that these provisions are suitable for a munici- 
pality only. It should also be noted that they provide for mosquito 
control in general and are aimed especially against the house mosquito. 

This ordinance, with minor alterations, has been incorporated in 
the cooperative program for the control of malaria, which is being 
conducted by the United States Public Health Service, the State 
and local health authorities, and the International Health Board in 
a number of Southern States. 

MODEL ORDINANCE. 

Section 1 . It shall be unlawful . for any person to have, keep, 

maintain, cause, or permit within the corporate limits of 

_ any collection of standing or flowing water in which 

mosquitoes breed or are likely to breed, unless such collection of 
water is treated so as effectually to prevent such breeding. 

Section 2. Collections of water in which mosquitoes breed or are 
likely to breed are those contained in ditches, ponds, pools, excava- 
tions, holes, depressions, open cesspools, privy vaults, fountains, 
cisterns, tanks, shallow wells, barrels, troughs (except horse troughs 
in frequent use), urns, cans, boxes, bottles, tubs, buckets, defective 
house roof gutters, tanks of flush closets, or other similar water con- 
tainers. 

Section 3. The natural presence of mosquito larva} in standing or 
running water shall be evidence that mosquitoes are breeding there. 

Section 4. Collections of water in which mosquitoes breed or aro 
likely to breed shall be treated by such one or more of the following 
methods as shall be approved by the health officer: 

(a) Screening with wire netting of at least 16 meshes to the 
inch each way, or any other material which will effect- 
ually prevent the ingress or ogress of mosquitoes. 
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(&) Complete emptying every seven days of unscreened con- 
tainers, together with their thorough drying or 
cleaning. 

(c) Using a larvicide approved and applied under the direc- 

tion of the health officer. 

(d) Covering completely the surface of the water with kero- 

sene, petroleum, or paraffin oil once every seven days. 

(e) Cleaning and keeping sufficiently free of vegetable 

growth and other obstructions, and stocking with 
mosquito destroying fish. 
(/) Filling or draining to the satisfaction of the health officer. 
ig) Proper disposal, by removal or destruction, of tin cans, 
tin boxes, broken or empty bottles, and similar arti- 
cles likely to hold water. 
Section 5. In case the person responsible for the condition of 
premises on which mosquitoes breed or are likely to breed fails or 
refuses to take necessary measures to prevent their breeding within 
three days after notice in writing has been given him by the health 
officer, or within such longer time after such notice as may be spec- 
ified in the notice, the said person responsible shall be deemed guilty 
of a violation of this ordinance; and for each day after the expiration 
of three days from the day on which such notice is given him, or for 
each day after the expiration of the time specified in the notice, as 
the case may be, that the person responsible fails or refuses to take 
such measures, the said person responsible shall be deemed guilty of 
a separate violation of this ordinance, and in case of such failure or 
refusal of the person responsible the health officer is authorized to 
take necessary measures to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes, and 
all necessary costs incurred by the health officer for that purpose 
shall be a charge against the person responsible. 

Section 6. For the purpose of this ordinance the person respon- 
sible for the condition of any premises is the person using or occu- 
pying the same; or, in case no person is using or occupying the prem- 
ises, the person who by law is entitled to the immediate possession 
of the same; or, in case the premises are used or occupied by two or 
more tenants of a common landlord, or form grounds appurtenant 
to a house occupied by two or more tenants of a common landlord, 
then the landlord; each tenant, however, is responsible for that part 
of the premises which he occupies to the exclusion of the other tenants : 
Provided, That, in case the premises are occupied by a tenant under 
a yearly or monthly tenancy, or under a lease for not more than a 
year, or under any lease whereby the lessor is expressly or impliedly 
obligated to keep the premises in repair, and the collection of stand- 
ing or flowing water in which mosquitoes breed or are likely to breed 
is owing to the disrepair of the building or buildings, or to any natural 
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quality of the premises, or to any condition that existed at the time 
when the tenant entered into possession, or to anything done on the 
premises by the landlord during the existence of the tenancy or lease, 
then, and in such case, the landlord is the person responsible: Pro- 
vided further, That any person who has caused to exist on any prem- 
ises of which he is not the owner, landlord, occupant, or tenant any 
collection of water in which mosquitoes breed or are likely to breed 
is responsible, as well as the owner, landlord, tenant, or occupant, 
as the case may be. 

Section 7. For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this 
ordinance, the health officer, or his lawful subordinate, may at all 
reasonable times enter in and upon any premises within his 
jurisdiction. 

Section 8. Any person found guilty of a violation of this ordi- 
nance, as described in section 5 hereof, shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than one dollar ($1) and not more than twenty-five dollars 
($25). 

Section 9. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on and 
after the day from the day on which it is approved. 



DIVISION OF VENEREAL DISEASES, FEBRUARY, 1920. 

Table I shows the number of new admissions during the month of 
February to the venereal disease clinics operating under the joint 
control of the United States Public Health Service and the State 
boards of health. 

Table II shows the number of cases of gonorrhea, syphilis, and 
chancroid reported by the State boards of health during February. 
Seven States have not submitted reports. The other States for 
which no figures are given have reported, but due to discrepancies 
it has been impossible to include them. 

Table I. — Number of cases of venereal diseases admitted during the month of February, 
1920, to the venereal-disease clinics operating under the joint control of the United States 
Public Health Service and the State boards of health. 



State. 



Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut ' 

Delaware' 

District of Columbia. , 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 3 

Illinois 



867 

5 

166 

363 

57 



195 
366 



360 
2 

73 
135 

34 



487 
3 

86 
225 

18 



119 
147 



604 I 267 I 320 
1 Report not received. 



State 



Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

• No clinics 
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